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JANUARY NEWSLETTER 2022

Our entire mission at Hope Palm Desert is to share the love and grace
of Jesus. If you have been attending Hope, either online or in person,
and would like to go deeper into what we are about, then please
attend our NEXT event on January 16 at 11:30am. We will tell you about
all the ministry opportunities here where you can be involved. Members
of Hope are people who attend our services, give financially, and serve.
If that sounds like you, then join us as an official member of Hope
Lutheran Church. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
NEW MEMBERS CLASS

Christmas Eve Services

Mission Statement

At Hope Palm Desert  our  v is ion is  to share the free and

unmerited love of God in Chr ist  Jesus.

Christmas Eve Services
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Are you making a difference with your life? Been wondering how you
could have an impact for Jesus? Wanting to get more involved at
Hope? Curious about how what’s in your heart could move out
through your hands? Well, we’re here to help with any of those
questions and more.

On Sunday, January 23rd, after each service we’ll be holding a
Ministry Fair on the patio. You’ll be able to see what ministries Hope
has to offer, how you can impact your community, how you can get
involved in your church, and get your questions answered. Make plans
now to stay around for the fair to connect with other people from our
Hope family and to discover amazing ministry opportunities that are
just perfect for you. If you have questions, you can email Pastor
Gerald at gerald@hopepd.org.
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This month Marilyn Devalon will officially step down as a Stephen Leader, her influence and direction
carries on with a legacy of love and devotion to all that she has served.  She began her work as a
Stephen Minister in 2003.

When I think of Marilyn, I think all things Hope Lutheran Church!  In so many ways, she has served our
church since joining Hope in 1997. She soon joined the Alter Guild, Quilters, and Esther Circle. She
worked on the Hardanger Communion Alter Cloth, which came to the attention of Pastor Carl. She
offered it to him for Hope and that began a new tradition. She stitched a total of four during her
Lutheran church affiliations, including 2 for Hope.  Marilyn is also responsible for making most, if not all
the Chrismons adorning our sanctuary Christmas tree.  Her Lutheran church involvement goes back to
1960, for a total of 61 years.

IN APPRECIATION - MARILYN DEVALON

Clayton R. Buntrock Clay Buntrock, an avid sportsman and member of Hope
Lutheran, died in Indian Wells, California on November 1, 2021, his birthday. He
was 86. Clayton Ray Buntrock was born in Columbia, South Dakota on November
1, 1935.

 He always carried a quick smile. His beautiful blue eyes reflected his warm
personality. In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to the Evans Scholars
Foundation.

MUSIC AT HOPE CONCERT SERIES
Two fabulous singers and wonderful pianist will present, Cycle of Life Song
Recital. The concert will consist of solos and duets by these two incredible singers
from Palm Springs. Come and enjoy.  Sunday, January 23rd at 3pm.

Ringers Needed! Our Bell Choir can use a few more ringers. Reading music is a benefit but not
a necessity. Doug Wilson, bell director, is happy to mark the music for your ease in playing. Bells
meet on Thursday nights at 5:30pm-6:15pm. If interested contact Doug at Doug@hopepd.org.

Also Hope Bells is seeking a carpenter to build music stands for the choir. There are stands
attached to our tables but often those stands are not placed in the best position for ringers
eyes. If you have carpenters skills capable of putting sawing, nailing/gluing wood into a box,
we can use you. Contact Doug at Doug@hopepd.org. 

It wasn’t long after this that she approached Pastor Carl about
creating an outreach service to other widows in the church. This service
led to her becoming one of our first Stephen Leaders in 2003,
continuing to direct and develop the successful program we have
today.

Marilyn and husband, Chuck are fervent, in person attendees at the
9:30am service. Give them a nice greeting when you see them next.
They will make certain that you will be glad you did. They both have a
joyful spirit, deservedly earned by years of service to others. Thank you,
Marilyn from all of us at Hope.



PRAYER REQUEST

GriefShare is a warm and caring support group that meets weekly beginning January 11

Three key parts: video seminar, support group discussion and a workbook

Cost: $20.00 payable to Hope Lutheran Church at the first session

Tuesday, January 11 – March 22, 8:15am – 10:30am

Each session is “self-contained” so you may join at any time

Register on Sundays at the Information Center or call the church office

For additional information contact Tootie Killingsworth at jemark2@aol.com, 760-340-0524

For those seeking help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family member or friend.

If you have a loved one or friend in need of prayer, or need to make a change to a name on

the prayer list, please send that information to doug@hopepd.org.

Remember in Prayer: Ronald Allen, Analisa Ebert, Linda Ernest, Connie Echevarria (Jerry Beers,

sister), Linda Ernest, Leighton Finch, Bruce Fossey, Debbie Garver, Ruth Gray, Edie Hastie, Phylis

Hofmeister, Mary Houston, Gunter Kroll, Chance and Sequoia Leach, Donna McQuillon, Joyce

Muckenfuss, Barb Musgjerd, David Musgjerd, Mark Oeding, Amy Reach, Sandy Sapa, Keith Sharf,

Barbara Sherman, Nancy Stevens, Jon and Barbara Tronowsky, Linda Vollenhals brother, Dennis,

Joan Woehrmann
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The 24nd Annual Tour de Palm Springs Charity Bicycle Ride/Walk is

Saturday, February 12, 2022. The Tour de Palm Springs is one of

the largest cycling charity events of its kind in America. Every year,

we entertain 6,000 to 10,000 cyclists from 46 different states and

4 countries. Since 1998, and with the help of 2,000 volunteers, the

Tour de Palm Springs has distributed nearly $4,000,000.00 to over

150 local nonprofit organizations. The Women of Hope are one of

those charities.

LET’S GO RIDE OR 
WALK FOR HOPE! 

Whatever distance you ride or walk, 100% of your registration fee will go to support programs and projects

of the Women of Hope ministry when you register online at www.tourdepalmsprings.com and use CHARITY

CODE HLCX22. If you are not able to physically participate, you can still make a difference by purchasing

raffle tickets or by making a financial donation to the Women of Hope. 

Questions? Email Gesa at gesa@hopepd.org .

The Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (WELCA) wish to thank you, our dear church family, for your
generous and caring support of this year’s gifting project. We were able to deliver 350 Christmas gifts to
underprivileged children in five elementary schools in the Coachella Valley – Kennedy, Van Buren, Oliphant,
Saul Martinez, and Julius Corsini Elementary Schools. Your wrapped gifts were sorted and delivered by
members of WELCA before the public school’s Christmas break. The Hope congregation is so blessed in our
ability to give generously. The smiles on the faces of the children who receive the presents are gifts to all of
us. Know that you made a difference!

Happy New Year,  Hope Angels!

THE “ANGELS OF HOPE” THANK YOU

mailto:jemark2@aol.com
http://hopepd.org/
mailto:gesa@hopepd.org


Happy New Year!  It’s hard to believe that 2021 is over and it’s on to 2022.

Our regular meetings are the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month.  We will meet Wednesday, January

5th and 19th at 9:30am in the Hope Center. Consider being a part of this fun and rewarding ministry. 

 There is a place for everyone if you can pin, cut, sew, take out a seam, iron or tie a knot. Come when

you can, once in a while or every time.

If you need information or if you have questions please call Anita Holden 760.408.9681

HOPE FOOD BANK
Because of generous members of our Hope family, Hope Palm Desert has a

food pantry to provide much needed assistance for many in our local

community who may be food deficient. Our pantry is available for ALL

including members of Hope. For our church volunteers and staff to continue

this valuable assistance we need YOUR help. The church office is open

Mon-Fri and can accept any and all donations to our pantry. You may drop

off on Sundays too! Our pantry not only provides food, 

but we also carry socks, winter gloves and hats, and travel sized toiletries. Pop-tops on cans, can openers

and grocery bags are appreciated. If anyone is interested in volunteering or touring our pantry, contact

gabe@hopepd.org or you can call the office at 760.346.1273. Thank you for all your support! We are

running low on donated items due to increased demand. Your donations are critical this holiday season!

Hope Pantry is collecting gently used coats and blankets for some of the people that come to the pantry.

Donate items in the church office. 
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Want to Be Part of the Stephen Minister Training Class? Here’s What to Do:

We will be training a new class of Stephen Ministers in January. This is a

wonderful opportunity for you to grow in faith, develop stronger relational

skills, and bring Christ’s love into the lives of hurting people. If you are

interested in being part of this class, pick up a copy of the Stephen Minister

Application at the Information Center on the plaza or from the

church office. Fill it out and return it to the church office. We will then schedule a time during the first

two weeks of January when you can meet with a couple of our Stephen Leaders to learn more about the

training and so we can learn more about you. If you have any questions, talk with one of our Stephen

Ministry Leaders: Karen Anschell, Tina Gates, Bob Kramer, Sandy McGinnis, and Susan Sommerfeld.

QUILTERS OF HOPE

BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP
Tuesday 9:30am Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) will start up again on January 11.

mailto:gabe@hopepd.org


You will now have access to make prayer
requests, highlights of Modern and Traditional
services. Scroll further down and find links to
our website, Kids Check-in and links to online
events on Facebook, Instagram and TikTok.

Hope Lutheran Church is the official sponsor of the “Read with Me” volunteer

program at Saul Martinez Elementary school in Mecca, and our activities are

in full swing. A total of 37 volunteers have registered for the current school

year.  Seventeen of them are members of our church.  We have a few

volunteers doing their tutoring via remote zoom, but most of us are in the

classroom one or two days a week.  Some of our Canadian volunteers are still

hoping to join us as travel becomes easier for them.  

 Since many of our volunteers have been with the program for several years, they are comfortable with

the school and teachers, and can be active without further training.  This has enabled us to spend more

time on our needy family fund. Even though not the focus of “Read with Me”, we find that problems at

home affect our students’ ability to learn, and we try to help.  Unfortunately, we have received more

requests for help with funeral expenses and living expenses when the breadwinner in the family dies.

It’s sad to see young kids be faced with such trauma.

Thank you for your participation and your donations. We are fortunate to have major donors who

underwrite the administrative overhead of “Read with Me”. That means all donations earmarked for the

needy family fund, or for Saul Martinez Elementary School, will be used in total for these purposes. If

you want to help, or if you have any questions, please contact Horst Engel at

readwithmehorst@gmail.com or contact the Hope office.

Are you confused on what groups are meeting at church and which are online?
Are you looking for start time of a Bible study? Wondering who is on the prayer
list? Wanting to donate to the church? All of this can be done on our church app.

• Go to the App Store on your phone.
• Search for Church Center App
• Download the App to your device
• Complete the information regarding Hope Lutheran

CHURCH CENTER APP
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LEGACY CIRCLE OF HOPE
Start the new year off right by investing in the future of Hope church—
through a bequest, planned gift, or outright gifts to the Endowment Fund.  
Contact Legacy Committee Chair, Lynn Hendershot:
lynn.hendershot@yahoo.com

 " E V E N  I F  I  K N E W  T H A T  T O M O R R O W  T H E  W O R L D  W O U L D  G O  T O  P I E C E S ,  I

W O U L D  S T I L L  P L A N T  M Y  A P P L E  T R E E  T O D A Y . "  -  M A R T I N  L U T H E R

mailto:readwithmehorst@gmail.com
mailto:lynn.hendershot@yahoo.com


Saturday Night Lutherans

Animal Samaritans is looking for used, “ready to throw out” towels,
blankets and sheets to use for surgery and cages. Please mark
them for Animal Samaritans. Items can be dropped off in the Hope
office. Monday – Thursday, 9:00am-2:00pm.

Due to COVID restrictions currently in place, SNL will not meet in January. 

SOCKTOBERFEST A HUGE SUCCESS
Thank you one and all for blessing our guests of the Hope Pantry with your generous donations of

socks, shirts, food and toiletries! We started this Action Team project with $250.00 seed money from

Thrivent. Thrivent thought it so worthwhile for our community, they approved the project within 10

minutes of submission. YOU stepped up! Within one month’s time you donated over 1,100 pairs of

socks for men, women and children and that was just the beginning! Food items and hygiene

supplies for people in need, flowed in. Things as basic as can openers, bandaids, chapstick, chewing

gum and plastic utensils are now in stock. 

We also received additional monetary contributions that will be used for gloves and hats as colder

temps arrive. Jan Fellows, our pantry coordinator, cheerfully welcomes our guests, extending

Christian hospitality to each of them. She makes an effort to get to know the guests and their

stories. She even shares creative recipe ideas along with the food items provided. Recognizing the

physical and mental health risks these people are experiencing, they receive a listening ear, a

devotional booklet and the promise of Christ's love.
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HOPE BOOK CLUB
In January the Hope book Club will be reading “Deacon King Kong”

by James McBride.

It is September of 1969, and the world is changing at a rapid pace.

A man has just walked on the moon, Woodstock has rewritten music

history, and the New York Mets are about to win the World Series.

But for the residents of Cause Houses, a housing project near the

abandoned docks of Brooklyn, the changes are of a much more

threatening nature. The amount of drugs in their midst, with the

attendant participation of organized crime, has recently exploded,

replacing the more petty forms of graft and corruption the

neighborhood has tolerated for decades. So, when an elderly drunk

known to all as Sportcoat shoots a young drug dealer who he used

to coach in baseball and teach in Sunday School, it sets in motion a

dizzying array of actions and events, the repercussions of which

permanently transform the lives of those living around Cause and the

Five Ends Baptist church.



Hope Children Center provides a faith-based environment for
children to enjoy before and after school. Visit hopepd.org for
more information.

CHILDREN CENTER

FAMILY TRIVIA GAME NIGHT
Family Trivia will continue in the summer months. 

Kids on Sundays
Heading into the New Year we are kicking things off
with two new series. In Elementary we begin a series
called “Remote Control - the choice is yours” where
we will be talking about self-control. In Early
Childhood we jump into a series called “Story time”
where we learn that Jesus teaches us important
things. So be sure to join us on campus or online as
we learn more about how to grow in our relationship
with Jesus in 2022.

Hope Kids Elementary and Early Childhood online at hopepd.org
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Celebrate Recovery meets every Thursday
night at 7:00pm in the Hope Center. 7:00pm
Large Group with worship and a lesson or
testimony, 8:00pm In-person Open Share
Groups. 

Celebration Place is a place for children in
3rd-5th grades.

The Landing for our middle and high school students is meeting Thursdays from 7pm-9pm in the
sanctuary. No beverages or snacks are offered at any of the meetings. Please bring your own.

Any questions contact us at cr@hopepd.org. Can’t wait to see you there!

https://www.hopepd.org/hope-children-center


Middle & High School online at hopepd.org

THE LANDING

Third Saturday of every month meets in Hope Center @ 7:30am

This is an event where students are the hands and feet of Jesus in our very own community. Less
than a mile up the road from the church on Portola, students go into a community that needs food.
Our high school and middle school students go door-to-door handing out food to the families. On
top of that, they’re reaching our and asking if the families have any concerns that they could pray
about together. An amazing event for students to impact the lives of others.

From 7pm-9pm. Meeting in the parking lot until March.

The Landing can help foster hope, truth and joy as teenagers embark on an exciting year-long
journey of engaging videos, meaningful experiences, vibrant worship, and great conversation
as they develop true friendships with other teens. The Landing breaks the cycles of dysfunction,
giving our students the tools to face life’s hurts, hang-ups and habits in a new and healthy
effective way.
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Game nights are Wednesdays at 7:00pm. Contact Nick at nick@hopepd.org
for gamer tag. 



EVENTS & DETAILS HERE

Contact Gesa Sharon at 
gesa@hopepd.org | 949-689-9681

Follow us on Instagram at “womenofhopepalmdesert” and 
on Facebook at “Women Of Hope at Hope Palm Desert”
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Reminder, Annual Congregational Meeting will be held February 6th at 11:30am.

https://hopechurchpd.churchcenter.com/registrations/events
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Daily Devotionals

Traditional Services

Traditional Services Online

Modern Services

Modern Services Online

Hope Kids & Students

Women's Gather Study 

Men's Bible Study

Bible Study

Kid's Bible Study

Stand Firm

Hope Book Club

Esther Circle

Quilters of Hope

Meet Up

Needles of Hope

Hope Bell Choir

Hope Choir

Celebrate Recovery

CR - The Landing

CR - Men's Open Share 

CR- Women's Open Share

Stephen Ministry 

Monday - Friday, 7:00am

Sundays 8:00am & 9:30am

Beginning Saturday Evenings

Sundays 10:30am

Beginning Saturday Evenings

Sundays 9:30am & 10:30am

4th Monday, 6:30pm

1st & 3rd Tuesdays 7:30am

Tuesdays, 11:00am

Every other Tues. 6:30pm

Tuesdays 5:30pm

January 25, 7:00pm

2nd Wed. 9:30am

1st Wed.

Wednesdays 7:00pm

Thursdays 5:30pm

Thursdays 6:30pm

Thursdays 7:00pm

Thursdays 7:00pm

Thursdays 7:00pm

Thursdays 8:00pm

2nd & 4th Fridays at 9:00am 

Facebook Live

OnCampus

Hopepd.org

On Campus

Hopepd.org

OnCampus

OnCampus

OnCampus

Online

Hope Kids Classroom

Online

OnCampus

OnCampus

Hope Center

Hope Center

Music Room

Music Room

OnCampus

OnCampus

OnCampus

OnCampus

ONLINE AND ONCAMPUS
WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES 
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Gerald Sharon
Associate Pastor
gerald@hopepd.org

Gabe Den Hartog 
Office Manager
gabe@hopepd.org

John Wilson
Video Creator &
Technical Director
john@hopepd.org

Rick Bailard
Teaching Pastor
rick@hopepd.org

Carl R. Witt, Jr.
Pastor Emeritus
Interim Associate Pastor 
carl@hopepd.org

Douglas C. Wilson
Director of Music/Office Asst
doug@hopepd.org

Kevin Foley 
Family Ministry
kevin@hopepd.org

Nick Orth
Students Minister
nick@hopepd.org

Manny Marinez
Facilities Manager
manny@hopepd.org

Christina Jutovsky
Content Creator & 
Social Media Director
christina@hopepd.org

Barbara Oeding
Bookkeeper
barb@hopepd.org

Council (Leadership Team)

Mary Fay Pinnow

President

Jerry Beers

Vice President

Reynold Worch

Secretary

Rick Greaves

Treasurer

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
760.346. 1273 |  HOPE PALM DESERT 45900 PORTOLA AVENUE PALM DESERT ,  CA 92260

OFFICE HOURS:  
9:00AM -  5:00PM MONDAY -  THURSDAY

HOURS ARE 9-2PM FRIDAYS

Derek Fossey 
Senior Pastor 
derek@hopepd.org

STAFF

Virginia Plavec
Director Hope Children Center
virginia@hopepd.org

Dana Karr
Kids Ministry 
dana@hopepd.org

Dustin Voigt
Janitorial

Gesa Sharon
Ministry Leader
gesa@hopepd.org

Dylan Foley
Production Assistant
dylan@hopepd.org

Kim Buchanan

Stewardship

Eddy McLachlan

Youth

Martha Osborne

Property Management

Kent Schulz

Human Resources
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https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranChurch/
https://www.instagram.com/hopepalmdesert/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqJRu0R86THzLwKFgoff6nA
https://www.tiktok.com/@hopepalmdesert?lang=en

