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“NEW SUNDAY RESOURCES ON THE HORIZON,”
PASTOR TONY

There are two new Sunday resources coming to Hope (ELCA) in October and November. 

FIRST: For those who have been patiently waiting for the beginning of our Sunday live-streaming
worship services I have good news. The 9:30 am Traditional live-streaming service is now reoccurring,
and the planned go-live date for the 10:30 am Modern live-streaming service is November 22 or 29.
Our media team is finalizing testings and resolving different needs in both worship spaces. Improving
vibration controls in the Sanctuary and lighting and sound dampening on the flooring of the staging in
the Hope Center. These kinds of last minute fixes involve coordinating with installers and resetting
video presets to realign the equipment with the room improvements. You will be able to view the live-
stream services directly from either the church website under the “Online” browser tab or through the
church YouTube Page (https://www.youtube.com/@HopePalmDesert). While we wait for both the
Traditional and Modern service to go-live with full live-streaming videos we will continue to offer our
weekly pre-recorded messages that will be emailed out at 8:00 am on Sunday mornings. We want to
extend a special thank you to our Media Team, Worship Teams, and particularly Frank Michel, who led
all the live-streaming installation, testing, and media team development. 

As we plan for these services to be shared in a fuller way we are also looking at some of our weekly
worship resources we offer to those who gather in-person on-campus. The SECOND new worship
resource coming on November 1 is a new Sunday worship bulletin. This will go into use as a paper
resource in the Traditional worship services first, and will later in November or December go into use
as a digital resource in the Modern worship services. Below is an example of what this new worship
bulletin will look like. Our Director of Social Media & Marketing, Christina Jutovsky created this
beautiful new resource for our Sunday uses. See the sample example below. We are looking forward to
a new exciting season of Sunday resources in October and November. Pastor Tony
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https://www.youtube.com/@HopePalmDesert
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PRAYER REQUEST
If you have a loved one or friend in need of prayer, or need to make a change
to a name on the prayer list, please send that information to
michael@hopepd.org.

Remember in Prayer: 
Anita Allingham, Marilyn Atchue-Zuill, Chanel Atchue, Robert Barranco, Vida Besel, 
Cindy Bjerke, Scott Fasano, Pearl Den Hartog, Marilyn Dichsen, Bonnie Dixon,
Susan Dubbs, Jo Engel, Michael Ebert, Richard Gormley, Steve Gregory, Kathy Holt,
Ginny Horner, Mary Frances King, Jeff & Chris Lane, Jerry Lincoln, Jeanne Mace,
Karen Martin, Daniel Mongillo, Lee Pinnow, Pam Ramirez, Deanna Moorehead,
Sephora Murray, Redford Sergent, Sara Sergent, Svenja Stodiek, Vera Wall, 
Annie Whittlesey, Dana Zahler
________________________________________________

Please resubmit names by email to michael@hopepd.org by the 1st of the month;
otherwise Hope will assume the person is feeling better and the name will be
removed from the list. Any questions please contact gabe@hopepd.org

"Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go
to pieces, I would still plant my apple tree today."  
Martin Luther 

HOPE LEGACY COMMITTEE

Have you updated your will?  
Don’t forget to include Hope Lutheran Church Palm Desert! 
For further information please contact the Hope office at gabe@hopepd.org.

I believe most of us would like to leave a legacy. Legacy giving necessarily involves
leaving a charitable donation to a non-profit organization. Please consider Hope
Lutheran as a means to establish your legacy. You may choose to have your
conversations and charitable plan remain anonymous. 

mailto:michael@hopepd.org
http://hopepd.org/
mailto:michael@hopepd.org
mailto:gabe@hopepd.org
mailto:gabe@hopepd.org


CHILDREN CENTER
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Hope Children Center provides a faith-based environment
for children to enjoy before and after school. Contact our
Director, Virginia at virginia@hopepd.org for more info.

🎃 Thank You for Serving at Spooktacular 🎃

I wanted to thank you so much for showing up and serving at Spooktacular.

Whether you greeted families, ran games, kept traffic flowing, gave breaks, ran crafts and face
painted, made ballon animals, or kept the candy and smiles flowing, you helped create a safe,
fun, welcoming space for our community. Our goal was to love our neighbors, and we
definitely succeeded. 

We saw joy on kids' faces, and that happened because of you. 

Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus to every family who came. If you have a quick
win or suggestion for next time, we'd love to hear it. 

Gratefully,
Your Children Director Carlos Vega

https://www.hopepd.org/hope-children-center
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Serving in Hope Kids is so much more than watching kids. 

It's an opportunity to help children know and follow Jesus while creating a safe, fun, and
welcoming place where they can experience God's love. As a Hope Kids volunteer, you might
laugh and play games, worship together, share Bible stories, and get to witness those
incredible moments when a child begins to understand who Jesus is.

And serving doesn't just impact the kids. It's an opportunity to grow in your own relationship
with God, discover the gifts He's given you, build relationships with other volunteers, and be
part of a ministry that impacts entire families.

We currently need volunteers for both our 9:30 AM Traditional and 10:30 AM Modern services,
serving with children from infants through 5th grade.

You don't have to be a Bible expert or have all the answers. You just need a willing heart and a
desire to make a difference.

If your heart is stirred by the thought of helping children discover Jesus, we'd love to talk with
you!

carlos@hopepd.org
Children’s Ministry Director
(760) 485-3328
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@hopechurchmsm
@hopechurchhsm

@hopechurchmsm
@hopechurchhsm

@hopeyouthministry

Our high school students go door-to-door handing out food to the families. On
top of that, they’re reaching out and asking if the families have any concerns
that they could pray about together. This is an amazing opportunity for
students to impact the lives of others.
Third Saturday of every month we gather in the Hope Center @ 7:30am.

Middle & High School online at hopepd.org

SERVICES
Middle School Ministry service is from 10:30am - 11:30am. Students will meet
in the Hope Center for worship, then move to Meeting Room 5. 

High School Ministry Sunday service is from 10:30am - 11:30am. Students will
meet in the Hope Center for worship, then go to Meeting Room 4. 

This is an event where students are the hands and
feet of Jesus in our very own community. Less than
a mile up the road from the church on Portola,
students go into a community that needs food. 

Every month third Saturday, November 21,
Every student High School
Adults can volunteer too, contact nick@hopepd.org

IN HOPE CENTER SUNDAYS FROM 11:30AM-1:30PM
(HIGH SCHOOL ONLY)

PM 
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Stand Firm
is a Middle School Ministry and will meet every Wednesday from 

6-8pm in Meeting Room 5.



QUILTERS OF HOPE
The Quilters of Hope would like to thank everyone who
contributed to our 2025-2026 quilt season. Our volunteers
finished 111 quilts and 14 tied fleece blankets. The fleece
blankets were given to Bridges2Hope and the Hope Food
Bank. The quilts were given to Lutheran World Relief, Lideres
Campesinas, Bridges2Hope, High School Seniors, and Hope
for All. 
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For more information, please call or text
Ruth Fikes at 714-642-3773 or

candrfikes@gmail.com

We started our 2026-2027 quilting season on October 21st and are looking forward
to welcoming back our winter quilters. Quilters of Hope is open to women and men.
No sewing experience is needed and you can drop in anytime. 

In November we will be meeting on Wednesdays,
November 4th and 18th from 9:30 to 11:30 am in the Hope Center.

In addition to our regular quilting meetings, Quilters of Hope are sponsoring a
"Quilting Bee" for the Women of Hope Fall Gathering Event on November 21st.
Further information can be found under the Women of Hope news.

THANK YOU FOR ALL OF THE SUPPORT ON QUILTERS’ SUNDAY!

mailto:candrfikes@gmail.com
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry has many beautiful and blessed prayer shawls just
waiting to be shared. If you know of anyone who needs a reminder of Jesus' love
and a warm comforting hug, please contact any of the Pastors, Deacon John,
Stephen's Ministry, or Mary Ellen Peterson and a prayer shawl will be delivered. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is thankful to have been blessed with another donation
of yarn. We have a large stash of colorful yarn waiting for volunteers who are
looking for a creative knitting or crocheting project. 

For additional information please reach out to:
Mary Ellen Peterson at (801) 598-7733 or marymelon50@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

AFRICAN ASYLUM SEEKERS INITIATIVE
Give Your Old Electronics a New Purpose! 

Did you know your unused electronics could make a life-changing difference for
someone in need?

Through the African Asylum Seekers Initiative, donated laptops, phones, tablets,
and other electronic devices are helping immigrants, asylum seekers, and refugees
access education, learn English, complete important paperwork, apply for jobs, and
build a better future.

Thanks to the generosity of Hope Lutheran Church and other supporters, more
than 100 laptops, along with numerous phones and tablets, have already been
distributed to individuals in need, both in the United States and abroad.
These donations have made an incredible impact! One young man who lost his leg
has been able to use a donated computer for graphic design and to help other
immigrants. He is now pursuing his education with plans to attend law school.
Another student from the Democratic Republic of the Congo has been able to
continue his technology studies in Denver thanks to a donated computer.

The need continues! Currently, 20 laptops are needed to support individuals here
in the United States. Hope Lutheran Church will continue accepting donations of
unused laptops, phones, tablets, and similar electronic devices. Donated computers
are prepared for reuse, with personal data removed and operating systems
reinstalled as needed. Apple computer owners should erase their personal data
before donating. Your unused electronics could open the door to education,
opportunity, and hope for someone else.

Thank you for helping make a difference!
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MUSIC AT HOPE



You Can Play an Important Role in Our Stephen Ministry…
Because you may know of a friend, neighbor, co-worker or relative who is going
through a difficult time and who could benefit from the focused care,
encouragement and support of a Stephen Minister.  If you know of someone who is
hurting, talk with Deacon John, Jim Barger or Laurie Marvin.  They can share how
we can connect the person you know with one of our Stephen Ministers.  It’s a
great way for you to show how much you care.
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STEPHEN  MINISTRY

SNL
Saturday Night Lutherans (SNL) is a social group and we invite everyone to attend.

Our next event is:
Nov. 21st at 5:00 at the home of Susan & David Sommerfeld
1712 Sandpiper, Palm Desert

Please bring an appetizer to share and a drink of your choice.
If you have any questions, please give Susan a call at: 612-710-8494.
Be sure to sign up at the Information Center.
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Celebrate Recovery meets every Thursday night from 7:00pm – 9:00pm in the Hope
Center. If you have any questions, would like more information, or just talk or email
with someone, contact Gesa Sharon at gesa@hopepd.org or (949)689-9681.

If you’ve been wondering what Celebrate
Recovery is all about, just show up one
Thursday night and see what God might do in
your heart. Our slogan is “You’re worth it!”
because you are! 

New Pamphlet available for you to better understand and share with others about
Celebrate Recovery. They’re available on Sundays at the Info Center and in the
Hope Center. 



Parker Navarro’s debut novel was meant to define his career - until critic Selina
Chan’s blistering review made it the flop of the decade. Four years later, his new
book is his shot at redemption; for Selina, reviewing him again is a professional
risk she can’t refuse. When her second takedown ignites a viral feud, both their
fortunes shift overnight. But as the literary world feeds on their public sparring,
a quieter dialogue begins - one that challenges everything they thought they
knew about success, sincerity, and each other.

Both incisive and tender, Bad Words lays bare the costs of creation - the pull
between ambition and integrity, the vulnerability of being seen, and the
unexpected closeness that can grow in the space between critique and care.
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Bad Words 
A Novel by Rioghnach Robinson
“A book that could only ever have been written by
Ríoghnach Robinson, whose clear, clever voice and
incisive social commentary elevate the book’s
irresistible will-they-won’t-they romance to a once-in-a-
lifetime read about truth, art, vulnerability, and all the
sticky places they intersect. BAD WORDS LEFT ME
BUZZING.” - EMILY HENRY, #1 New York Times
bestselling author

A sharp and deeply felt debut about the connections
that both inspire and undo us.

HOPE BOOK CLUB

Book Club Meets: Tuesday, Nov. 24 at 3-4pm
Book copies are: $15 and available at the Info Center
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Contact Gesa Sharon at gesa@hopepd.org 949-689-9681

Follow us on Instagram at “womenofhopepalmdesert” & 
on Facebook at “Women Of Hope at Hope Palm Desert”

Fall 2026: “Bold faith on an unexpected journey,” by the
Rev. Tiffany Chaney

Faith often leads us down paths we didn’t expect—into wilderness places, across
unfamiliar lands, and through seasons of grief and hope. This three-session study
takes us on a journey with Hagar, Ruth and Mary Magdalene, women whose bold
faith transformed their unexpected stories. Their encounters with God remind us
that we, too, are seen, sustained and sent to carry good news into the world.

Session 3: Proclaiming resurrection in hope
Scripture: John 20:1–18
Mary Magdalene’s journey transitions from that of a grieving friend to the first
preacher of the good news, after she shows up at the empty tomb and encounters
the risen Jesus. Her story declares that women are entrusted to carry resurrection
hope into a hurting world. This session encourages participants to recognize their
own call to bear witness and to proclaim hope in Christ.

Monday Night Study dates:
November 16th
6:30pm to 8:00pm in Room 6 in the Hope Center

Wednesday Morning Study (formerly knows as "Esther Circle”) dates:
November 11th
9:30am to 11:00am in Room 4 in the Hope Center
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Join us for a cozy morning of fellowship, creativity, and connection at our Women of Hope Fall
Gathering!

This fall, the Quilters of Hope will be hosting a special Quilting Bee, where you’ll have the
opportunity to learn more about their ministry and experience the quilting process firsthand.
Participants will learn some of the basic steps of quilting while creating a small project of their
own, such as a coaster or potholder.

No quilting experience is needed — just come ready to learn, create, and enjoy time together!

WOMEN OF HOPE FALL GATHERING
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The holidays can be hard, and they can be ever harder if you have lost a loved one. Even if you
think you have been doing alright the rest of the year, the emotions can come flooding back
during the holiday season. GriefShare is a place where you can come and talk through these

feelings and know that you are not alone.
Join us, November 21st 10am-12pm in meeting room 1.
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NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES



NOVEMBER 2026
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Altar Flowers Given By Needy Persons Fund Given By

Given by:
Cathy & Rod Odegaard

To the Glory of God
November 1

Given by:
Jan & Brian Harnik
To the Glory of God

Given by:
Eddy, Ethan & Elizabeth

McLachlan
In Celebration of Kurt’s Birthday

--------
Karen Hart
In Honor of

Charlotte & Bill Hart, WWII Vets

November 8

Given by:
Mary Foster
In Memory of

Husband, Donald Foster

Given by:
Mary Foster
In Memory of

Husband, Donald Foster

November 15
Given by:

Reynold Worch
To the Glory of God

Given by:
Reynold Worch

To the Glory of God
November 22

Given by:
Janice Barnes

To the Glory of God

Given by:
Barbara Spencer

To the Glory of God
November 29

Given by:
Barbara Spencer

To the Glory of God

"Sharing the Gifts of God" September 2026

Average Weekly Attendance (including online) 282

Offering $51,966

Miscellaneous Income $100

Total $52,016

Average Weekly Income $13,016

Sign-up sheets for 2027 will be made available soon!
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ALTAR FLOWERS/NEEDY PERSONS FUND ($60 DONATION)



WHAT WHEN WHERE

Traditional Services Sundays 8:00am & 9:30am On Campus

Modern Services Sundays 10:30am On Campus

Online Service Available Sundays at 8:00am hopepd.org

Hope Kids Sundays 9:30am & 10:30am On Campus

Women’s Gather Study Wednesday, Nov. 11  9:30amth On Campus

Men & Nonbinary Group Wednesday Nov. 4  & 18  at 9:00amth th Conference Room

Stand Firm Wednesdays, 6:00pm - 8:00pm On Campus

Hope Book Club Tuesday, November 24 3:00pm On Campus

Quilters of Hope Wednesday Nov. 4th & 18 , 9:30amth Hope Center

Hope Choir Thursdays 6:30pm Choir Room

Celebrate Recovery Thursdays 7:00pm Hope Center

CR - Men's Open Share Thursdays 8:00pm On Campus

CR - Women's Open Share Thursdays 8:00pm On Campus

ONLINE AND ONCAMPUS WEEKLY
OPPORTUNITIES 
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Gabe Den Hartog 
Office Manager
gabe@hopepd.org

Angel Mendez
Janitorial
angel@hopepd.org

Heather Stanley
Modern Service Director
heather@hopepd.org

Douglas C. Wilson
Director of Music
doug@hopepd.org

Nick Orth-Lopez
Intern Pastor & Student Minister
nick@hopepd.org

Manny Marinez
Facilities Manager
manny@hopepd.org

Christina Jutovsky
Marketing & Social
Media Director
christina@hopepd.org

Barbara Oeding
Office Assistant/Bookkeeper
barb@hopepd.org

Council (Leadership Team)
Mary Fay Pinnow

President
Rick Hart

Vice President/HR

Reynold Worch
Secretary

Marge Guentzler
Treasurer

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
760.346.1273 | HOPE PALM DESERT 45900 PORTOLA AVENUE PALM DESERT,  CA 92260

OFFICE HOURS:  
9:00AM -  5 :00PM MONDAY -THURSDAY

FRIDAYS 9AM -  2PM

STAFF

Virginia Plavec
Director Hope Children Center
virginia@hopepd.org

Gesa Sharon
Ministry Pastor
gesa@hopepd.org

Kim Buchanan
Stewardship/ Endowment

John Stevko
Stewardship/ Endowment

 John Donnelly
Human Resources
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Michael Cundari 
Choir Director 
michael@hopepd.org

Carlos Vega
Children's Ministry Director
carlos@hopepd.org
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David Shelep
Connection & Belonging

John Baynton
Care Ministry
johnb@hopepd.org

John Wilson
Multimedia Producer
john@hopepd.org

Tony Stiff
Senior Pastor
tony@hopepd.org

https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranChurch/
https://www.instagram.com/hopepalmdesert/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqJRu0R86THzLwKFgoff6nA
https://www.tiktok.com/@hopepalmdesert?lang=en
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