
JUNE 2026 NEWSLETTER
M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t :  A t  H o p e  P a l m  D e s e r t  o u r  v i s i o n  i s  t o

s h a r e  t h e  f r e e  a n d  u n m e r i t e d  l o v e  o f  G o d  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s .

COFFEE WITH PASTOR GERALD
What a beautiful and hopeful weekend we experienced at Hope.

This past Sunday, Pastor Tony Stiff preached at all three services in view of a call to
become Hope’s next Senior Pastor. Following each service, the congregation voted on
extending a call…and I’m grateful to share that Pastor Tony received an
overwhelmingly positive vote to become the next Senior Pastor of Hope Lutheran
Church. The vote was only 2 votes shy of being unanimous! 

There’s a great deal of excitement around Hope right now...and understandably so.

Over the coming weeks, Pastor Tony and his family will begin preparing for a major
transition. They’ll be selling their home in Northern California, purchasing a home
here in the desert, and making all the arrangements that come with relocating a
family. As soon as we know the date of Pastor Tony’s first Sunday with us, we’ll let the
congregation know immediately.

At this point, because of the many moving pieces involved with a significant transition
like this, we anticipate his first Sunday will likely be around the beginning of August.

In the meantime…I simply want to say thank you!

Thank you for your faithfulness to Hope Lutheran Church over these last two plus
years without a settled Senior Pastor. Thank you for continuing to worship, serve,
give, pray, encourage one another, and believe in what God is doing through this
church family.

It will be my joy to continue serving this amazing congregation until Pastor Tony
officially begins his ministry among us.

God has been faithful every step of the way and I’m confident incredible days are
ahead for Hope. How can I be confident? Because of how the Apostle Paul concludes
Chapter 3 in his letter to the Ephesians: Now to him who by the power at work within
us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Know you are loved,
Pastor Gerald



PRE-K THRU 6TH GRADE
JUNE 15th - 19th 

8:30AM - 12PM
$25

Questions: carlos@hopepd.org

Get ready for an unforgettable adventure! At Kingdom Quest VBS, kids will discover
what it means to be part of God’s Kingdom and how they can live out their faith every
day.

Throughout the week, kids will explore powerful Bible stories, learn how God speaks
and leads us, and discover that they were created for a relationship with Him.
Through high-energy worship, engaging Bible teaching, team challenges, crafts, and
games, your child will grow in confidence and faith — all while having an absolute
blast!

This action-packed week is designed to help kids understand their purpose and how
they can shine God’s light wherever they go.
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PRAYER REQUEST
If you have a loved one or friend in need of prayer, or need to make a
change to a name on the prayer list, please send that information to
michael@hopepd.org.

Remember in Prayer: 
Anita Allingham, Marilyn Atchue-Zuill, Chanel Atchue, Vida Besel, Carl Caddies,
 Judy Caddies,  Marilyn Dichsen, Bonnie Dixon, Jo Engel, Jerry Fragasso, 
Kylie Gahagan, Richard Gormley, Kit Hickerson, Marilyn Lammers, Larry May,
Jimmie Sue May, Daniel Mongillo, Pam Ramirez, Manuel Silva,  Bob Whinery,
Annie Whittlesey, Dana Zahler
_________________________________________________

Please resubmit names by email to michael@hopepd.org by the 1st of the month;
otherwise Hope will assume the person is feeling better and the name will be
removed from the list. Any questions please contact gabe@hopepd.org

"Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go
to pieces, I would still plant my apple tree today."  
Martin Luther 

HOPE LEGACY COMMITTEE

Have you updated your will?  
Don’t forget to include Hope Lutheran Church Palm Desert! 
For further information please contact the Hope office at gabe@hopepd.org.

I believe most of us would like to leave a legacy. Legacy giving necessarily involves
leaving a charitable donation to a non-profit organization. Please consider Hope
Lutheran as a means to establish your legacy. Please call Pastor Gerald or Gary
Eilefson, Legacy committee chair at 651-238-2578. You may choose to have your
conversations and charitable plan remain anonymous. 

mailto:michael@hopepd.org
http://hopepd.org/
mailto:michael@hopepd.org
mailto:gabe@hopepd.org
mailto:gabe@hopepd.org
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HOPE BOOK CLUB
I SEE YOU’VE CALLED IN DEAD by John Kenney

INSTANT NATIONAL BESTSELLER · One of NPR’s Book We
Love 2025 · A Gotham Book Prize Finalist · An Indie Next &
LibraryReads Pick · AudioFiles Earphones Award Winner ·
Library Journal | Audio "Editor's Picks of the Year” · 2026
Lariat Adult Fiction Reading List Pick

"Razor-sharp, darkly comedic, and emotionally piercing.
With the satirical bite of Richard Russo’s Straight Man, the
introspection of Fredrik Backman’s A Man Called Ove, and
the reinvention of Andrew Sean Greer's Less, Kenney’s vivid
prose transforms the mundane into unexpected hilarity."

—Booklist (starred review)

BOOK CLUB MEETS June 23rd at 6PM
Please sign up at the Information Center

BOOK COPIES ARE $15

Obituary writer Bud Stanley isn’t really living his best life. He’s fallen into a funk after a
divorce. (She left him for another man, who, in fairness, was far more interesting.) He’s not
doing his job well. He’s given up on dating. And he’s about to be fired for accidentally
publishing his own obituary one mildly drunken night (though technically the company
can’t legally fire a dead person). As Bud awaits his fate at work, he does the only logical
thing: He goes to the wakes and funerals of total strangers to learn how to live again.

June 1st,
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Seeking clarity on in-person and online group
meetings? Need Bible study start times or prayer
lists? Interested in supporting the church
financially? Our church app has you covered!
Here's how to get started:

1. Visit your phone's App Store.
2. Search for 'Church Center App.'
3. Download it.
4. Set it up with 'Hope.'

With the app, you can submit prayer requests,
catch service highlights, access our website, Kids
Check-in, and connect with us on Facebook,
Instagram, and TikTok. Stay engaged and
informed! 📲🙏 #StayConnected"

CHILDREN CENTER
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CHURCH CENTER APP

Hope Children Center provides a faith-based environment
for children to enjoy before and after school. Contact our
Director, Virginia at virginia@hopepd.org for more info.

https://www.hopepd.org/hope-children-center
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Please note: the Taizé Service has been moved to June
17. Moving forward, Taizé services will be held on the

third Wednesday of each month.
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@hopechurchmsm
@hopechurchhsm

@hopechurchmsm
@hopechurchhsm

@hopeyouthministry

Our high school students go door-to-door handing out food to the families. On
top of that, they’re reaching out and asking if the families have any concerns
that they could pray about together. This is an amazing opportunity for
students to impact the lives of others.
Third Saturday of every month we gather in the Hope Center @ 7:30am.

Middle & High School online at hopepd.org

SERVICES
Middle School Ministry service is from 10:30am - 11:30am. Students will meet
in the Hope Center for worship, then move to Meeting Room 5. 

High School Ministry Sunday service is from 10:30am - 11:30am. Students will
meet in the Hope Center for worship, then go to Meeting Room 4. 

This is an event where students are the hands and
feet of Jesus in our very own community. Less than
a mile up the road from the church on Portola,
students go into a community that needs food. 

Every month third Saturday, June 20th, 2026
Every student High School
Adults can volunteer too, contact nick@hopepd.org

IN HOPE CENTER SUNDAYS FROM 11:30AM-1:30PM
(HIGH SCHOOL ONLY)

PM 
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Stand Firm
is a Middle School Ministry and will meet every Wednesday from 

6-8pm in Meeting Room 5.
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The Quilters of Hope have been busy. We've completed 6 Fleece Blankets and almost
80 quilts. We've already given 12 quilts and 6 Fleece Blankets to Bridges2Hope. 
We continue to give thanks for donations of quilting fabric.

The Quilters of Hope will be on a revised schedule for summer. 
Mark your calendars and come join us for a fun morning in a cool setting. 
 
Here are the dates: 
Wednesdays from 9:30 to 11:30 am on June 3rd, July 1st, and July 15th.  
We are taking a break in August.

QUILTERS OF HOPE

For more information, please call or text 
Ruth Fikes at 714-642-3773 or

candrfikes@gmail.com

The Prayer Shawl Ministries is thankful for the recent donations of yarn and
completed shawls. The generosity of materials and talent help us to continue
sharing love and hope.

Our Prayer Shawl Closet is well stocked and the beautiful shawls are just waiting to
be shared. If you know of anyone who could use a comforting hug you can contact
any of the Pastors, Deacon John, Stephen's Ministries, or myself and we can get a
prayer shawl delivered. If you need a knitting or crocheting project to beat the
summer heat we have the yarn. 

For additional information please reach out to:
Mary Ellen Peterson at (801) 598-7733 or marymelon50@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

GRIEFSHARE AT HOPE
Are you interested in helping walk with people through their grief? Do you have a heart of
care for people experiencing loss? If so, would you consider leading a GriefShare group?

GriefShare is a program for people experiencing grief of any kind led by people who have
also experienced grief themselves. All materials will be provided, you just need to bring a
willing heart. 

Please contact Deacon John (johnb@hopepd.org) if you are interested.

mailto:candrfikes@gmail.com
mailto:johnb@hopepg.org


Hope’s Stephen Ministry team serves the community with:

*One on One confidential relationships for people who need someone to “come
along side” during a personal or family crisis 

*Prayer – offered after Hope’s services

*Communion for those who are home-bound. Stephen Ministers are trained to
offer communion in your home if you cannot make it to church. 
Your team continues to learn and grow in their faith with the study/discussion of
the book, Do Your Best and Trust God with the Rest. 

If you or someone you know might benefit by having a care giver, please contact
Pastor Gerald, Deacon John, or Laurie Cribari. 
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STEPHEN  MINISTRY
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Celebrate Recovery meets every Thursday night from 7:00pm – 9:00pm in the Hope
Center. If you have any questions, would like more information, or just talk or email
with someone, contact Gesa Sharon at gesa@hopepd.org or (949)689-9681.

If you’ve been wondering what Celebrate
Recovery is all about, just show up one
Thursday night and see what God might do in
your heart. Our slogan is “You’re worth it!”
because you are! 

The Landing: will go on Summer break 
Thursday June 11th and resume July 16th.
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Contact Gesa Sharon at gesa@hopepd.org 949-689-9681

Follow us on Instagram at “womenofhopepalmdesert” & 
on Facebook at “Women Of Hope at Hope Palm Desert”

Women of Hope Summer Studies
 “I am worthy,” by the Rev. Sara Olson Smith

Saturday, June 13th, July 11th, August 8th
10:00am to 11:30am | Hope Center Room 4

This summer, Women of the ELCA participants will gather in Des Moines, Iowa, under the theme
“I am worthy.” When Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee spoke in 2017, she invited WELCA
participants to reclaim space for women and girls to lead and love in bold ways. This three-part
Bible study will help us to define who we are, what we can be, and what we do in the world, in
light of our God-given giftedness, identities and relationships.

June: “I am created in God’s image. No matter what anyone else says.”
We’ll begin with the story of God’s creation and the “very goodness” that is spoken over every
human being. The study will then turn to various scripture texts that have been used to
undermine, silence and degrade women for centuries. Unpacking the ways these verses have
been read against women shines a light on the realities of sexism and the ways that, for too long,
the Bible has been used to prop up the oppression of women. But we will also hear how those
same scriptures can be read as invitations to new freedom, community and vocation for people,
regardless of gender, for all people were made in God’s image.



July: “I am more than one thing: Honoring our many identities.”
In her TED talk, “The Danger of a Single Story,” Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie names this truth: We
are much more than one thing. All of us have intersecting identities, roles and responsibilities.
Beyond our ethnicity, the color of our skin or our birthplace, we may also be a sister, a mother, a
daughter, a friend. We have various vocations, hobbies and joys.
In this session, we’ll explore how the multiple identities of several women in Scripture shape
their faithful living. Esther is not just a queen, but a niece, as well as part of an oppressed
community of faith. Ruth is so much more than just a widow. Mary Magdalene has more
identities than can fit within the allowed word count of this paragraph. So do you!

August: “I am because you are: We need one another.”
Our individual identities are always bound up in community. Jesus describes this vision using a
vine and branches. Paul talks about a body with many parts. The prophets describe communities
of liberative interdependence.

Archbishop Desmond Tutu describes this way of mutual interconnectedness as “Ubuntu,” where
“my humanity is caught up and bound up inextricably with yours. I can only be fully me if you are
fully you.”

In delving into Scripture, we learn how no one can flourish unless everyone does, and how our
lives are bound up with one another and the planet.
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES



JUNE 2026
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Altar Flowers Given By Needy Persons Fund Given By

Given by:
The McLachlan Family

In Celebration of 
Eddy McLachlan’s Birthday

June  7
Given by:

Reynold Worch
To the Glory of God

Given by:
Kent & Vangie Schulz

In Celebration of
Their Wedding Anniversary

June 14
Given by:

Kathleen Herring
To the Glory of God

Given by:
Jim Eaton

In Memory of
Lori Eaton

June 21
Given by:

Janice Barnes
To the Glory of God

Given by:
Reynold Worch

To the Glory of God
June 28

Given by:
Peter & Julie Fremstad

To the Glory of God

"Sharing the Gifts of God" April 2026

Average Weekly Attendance (including online) 479

Offering $154,434

Miscellaneous Income $146

Total $154,458

Average Weekly Income $38,645

Mortgage Balance $305,376

Monthly Mortgage Payment $3,147

 Building Mortgage(funds received for mortgage) $2,780

Sign-up sheets available at the Information Center or call the office at 760.346.1273.
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ALTAR FLOWERS/NEEDY PERSONS FUND ($60 DONATION)



WHAT WHEN WHERE

Traditional Services Sundays 8:00am & 9:30am On Campus

Modern Services Sundays 10:30am On Campus

Online Service Available Saturday evenings hopepd.org

Hope Kids Sundays 9:30am & 10:30am On Campus

Women’s Gather Study Saturday, June 13 , 10:00amth On Campus

Men's Bible Study Summer Break Conference Room

Stand Firm Wednesdays, 6:00pm - 8:00pm On Campus

Hope Book Club Tuesday, June 23 , at 6:00pmrd Conference Room

Quilters of Hope 1  and 3  Wednesdays, 9:30amst rd Hope Center

Hope Choir Thursdays 6:30pm Choir Room

Celebrate Recovery Thursdays 7:00pm Hope Center

CR - Men's Open Share Thursdays 8:00pm On Campus

CR - Women's Open Share Thursdays 8:00pm On Campus

ONLINE AND ONCAMPUS WEEKLY
OPPORTUNITIES 
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Gabe Den Hartog 
Office Manager
gabe@hopepd.org

Angel Mendez
Janitorial
angel@hopepd.org

Heather Stanley
Modern Service Director
heather@hopepd.org

Douglas C. Wilson
Director of Music
doug@hopepd.org

Nick Orth
Intern Pastor & Student Minister
nick@hopepd.org

Manny Marinez
Facilities Manager
manny@hopepd.org

Christina Jutovsky
Marketing & Social
Media Director
christina@hopepd.org

Barbara Oeding
Bookkeeper
barb@hopepd.org

Council (Leadership Team)
Mary Fay Pinnow

President
Toni Hafey

Vice President/HR Secretary
Marge Guentzler

Treasurer

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
760.346.1273 | HOPE PALM DESERT 45900 PORTOLA AVENUE PALM DESERT,  CA 92260

OFFICE HOURS:  
9:00AM -  5 :00PM MONDAY -THURSDAY

FRIDAYS CLOSED

STAFF

Virginia Plavec
Director Hope Children Center
virginia@hopepd.org

Gesa Sharon
Ministry Pastor
gesa@hopepd.org

Kim Buchanan
Stewardship

John Stevko
Youth Ministry

 John Donnelly
Human Resources
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Michael Cundari 
Choir Director 
michael@hopepd.org

Carlos Vega
Children's Ministry Director
carlos@hopepd.org

20

David Shelep
Property Management

John Baynton
Care Ministry
johnb@hopepd.org

John Wilson
Multimedia Producer
john@hopepd.org

Gerald Sharon 
Bridge Pastor 
gerald@hopepd.org

https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranChurch/
https://www.instagram.com/hopepalmdesert/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqJRu0R86THzLwKFgoff6nA
https://www.tiktok.com/@hopepalmdesert?lang=en
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