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Mission Statement: At Hope Palm Desert our vision is to
share the free and unmerited love of God in Christ Jesus.

Celebrate the hope and joy of Easter with us at Hope Church! Whether you’re
joining us for a beautiful sunrise service or one of our worship gatherings later

in the morning, we can’t wait to celebrate with you and your family.

Bring the whole family and enjoy a morning filled with worship, community,
and fun experiences for kids of all ages.

Service Times – Sunday, April 5th
6:00 AM – Sunrise Service

8:00 AM & 9:00 AM – Traditional Services
10:00 AM & 11:00 AM – Modern Services

Kids Services: 9:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 11:00 AM

Easter Egg Hunts:
9:50 AM • 10:50 AM • 11:50 AM

Family Photo Area available so you can capture the day together!
This is a family experience you won’t want to miss. Invite a friend, bring your

family, and come celebrate Easter with us!



COFFEE WITH PASTOR GERALD

If you’ve ever hosted a big gathering, you know the moment. The food is ready. The
coffee is brewed. The wine is decanted. The table is set. People are on their way. And
there’s that brief pause just before everything begins. The house is quiet, almost too
quiet, like it’s holding its breath.

That’s a little bit what this first week of April feels like. We’ve journeyed through Lent,
making our way along the Stations of the Cross. We’ve slowed down, even just a bit,
and taken a moment for some honest self-reflection. Now, as we begin a new month,
we’re moving toward the weight of Maundy Thursday and the heartache of Good
Friday...if we’ll let ourselves linger there even for a moment and not jump to the end
of the story.

But then: Easter!

Easter...not simply a nice ending to the story, but God’s announcement that death
doesn’t get the final word. The tomb is empty. And that changes everything!

But here’s what I’ve been thinking about. Easter isn’t just a day we celebrate. It’s a
reality we’re invited to live. Because most of life doesn’t feel like Easter morning. Most
of life feels like Monday or Tuesday or some random Wednesday afternoon when
nothing dramatic is happening and yet everything still matters.

April gives us a chance to live there. To carry resurrection into ordinary moments.
Into our conversations and decisions. Into the way we see ourselves and the way we
see others. Because the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is not just
something we remember, it’s something we’re invited to trust, right here, right now.

So this month, slow down for a moment. Pour a cup of coffee or just pause long
enough to notice. Pay attention to where you see life showing up. Unexpected hope.
Quiet strength. A relationship beginning to heal. A moment of peace you didn’t see
coming. Those aren’t small things. That’s resurrection, still at work in your life.

Know you are loved,

Pastor Gerald
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PRAYER REQUEST
If you have a loved one or friend in need of prayer, or need to make a
change to a name on the prayer list, please send that information to
michael@hopepd.org.

Remember in Prayer: 
Anita Allingham, Marilyn Atchue-Zuill, Chanel Atchue, Carol Beers, 
Vida Besel, Carl Caddies, Marilyn Dichsen, Richard Ellingboe, Beth Fauth, 
Jerry & Anette Fragasso, Dennis Greene, Kit Hickerson, Lenor Jones,
Hayden Jutovsky, Alex King, Jennifer King, Dr. Bill Klaustermeyer, 
Karen McConnell, Daniel Mongillo, William Savery, Stacy Sheller, Phil Sheller, 
Dick Schroeckenstein, Jim Whicher, Annie Whittlesey, Dana Zahler
_________________________________________________

Please resubmit names by email to michael@hopepd.org by the 1st of the month;
otherwise Hope will assume the person is feeling better and the name will be
removed from the list. Any questions please contact gabe@hopepd.org

"Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go
to pieces, I would still plant my apple tree today."  
Martin Luther 

HOPE LEGACY COMMITTEE

Have you updated your will?  
Don’t forget to include Hope Lutheran Church Palm Desert! 
For further information please contact the Hope office at gabe@hopepd.org.

I believe most of us would like to leave a legacy. Legacy giving necessarily involves
leaving a charitable donation to a non-profit organization. Please consider Hope
Lutheran as a means to establish your legacy. Please call Pastor Gerald or Gary
Eilefson, Legacy committee chair at 651-238-2578. You may choose to have your
conversations and charitable plan remain anonymous. 

mailto:michael@hopepd.org
http://hopepd.org/
mailto:michael@hopepd.org
mailto:gabe@hopepd.org
mailto:gabe@hopepd.org
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HOPE BOOK CLUB
“Head Fake is about how laughter can save us."
 —Chris Rock, comedian, actor

"An absorbing, uplifting tale of finding light and self-worth in
adversity’s darkest depths.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

Mikey makes everything a joke, even the clinical depression he’s
struggled with for years. After a run of failed jobs, he becomes the
unlikely basketball coach at a high school for high-risk offenders who
are experiencing mental illness. The position becomes suddenly
available after the team tried to strangle their last coach.

Every instinct tells Mikey to get as far away from this school as possible. Coaching these
kids, who have been arrested for who-knows-what, would be difficult for a normie. For
Mikey, it could cause another breakdown and force him right back to living on the street.
But he knows that if he has any chance to make his twenty-sixth birthday, he needs to keep
this job, even if the school board wants him fired, and the students would rather fight each
other than play ball.

This poignant, hilarious, and sometimes uncomfortable novel proves that even the most
damaged of us can emerge victorious.

BOOK CLUB MEETS APRIL 28 at 6PM
Please sign up at the information center
BOOK COPIES ARE $15

SATURDAY NIGHT LUTHERANS (SNL)
**Saturday Night Lutherans (SNL) is a social group and we invite everyone to attend. 

Our next event is April 18  at 5:00pm. th

At the home of Bob Kramer & Susan Dubbs,
78303 Sunrise Mountain View, Sun City, Palm Desert.  
The theme for the event will be St Patrick's Day. "Wearing of the 
Green", but not required. 

Please bring an appetizer to share and a drink of your choice. 

If you have any questions, please contact Bob at 760-992-6877.
Be sure to sign up at the Information Center.
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Seeking clarity on in-person and online group
meetings? Need Bible study start times or prayer
lists? Interested in supporting the church
financially? Our church app has you covered!
Here's how to get started:

1. Visit your phone's App Store.
2. Search for 'Church Center App.'
3. Download it.
4. Set it up with 'Hope.'

With the app, you can submit prayer requests,
catch service highlights, access our website, Kids
Check-in, and connect with us on Facebook,
Instagram, and TikTok. Stay engaged and
informed! 📲🙏 #StayConnected"
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CHURCH CENTER APP

CHILDREN CENTER

Hope Children Center provides a faith-based environment
for children to enjoy before and after school. Contact our
Director, Virginia at virginia@hopepd.org for more info.

https://www.hopepd.org/hope-children-center
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@hopechurchmsm
@hopechurchhsm

@hopechurchmsm
@hopechurchhsm

@hopeyouthministry

Our high school students go door-to-door handing out food to the families. On
top of that, they’re reaching out and asking if the families have any concerns
that they could pray about together. This is an amazing opportunity for
students to impact the lives of others.
Third Saturday of every month we gather in the Hope Center @ 7:30am.

Middle & High School online at hopepd.org

SERVICES
Middle School Ministry service is from 10:30am - 11:30am. Students will meet
in the Hope Center for worship, then move to Meeting Room 5. 

High School Ministry Sunday service is from 10:30am - 11:30am. Students will
meet in the Hope Center for worship, then go to Meeting Room 4. 

This is an event where students are the hands and
feet of Jesus in our very own community. Less than
a mile up the road from the church on Portola,
students go into a community that needs food. 

Every month third Saturday, April 18th, 2026
Every student High School
Adults can volunteer too, contact nick@hopepd.org

IN HOPE CENTER SUNDAYS FROM 11:30AM-1:30PM
(HIGH SCHOOL ONLY)

PM 
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Stand Firm
is a Middle School Ministry and will meet every Wednesday from 

6-8pm in Meeting Room 5.
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NO FOOLS! Quilters of Hope will be meeting on:
 Wednesday, APRIL FIRST from 9:30 to 11:30 am.  

We will meet again Wednesday, April 15th at the same time. 

Please join us and learn how quilts are made and why we love
making them. We welcome all.

QUILTERS OF HOPE

For more information, please call or text 
Ruth Fikes at 714-642-3773 or

candrfikes@gmail.com

Thanks for all of your generous support. Our Prayer Shawl Closet has been well
stocked and the beautiful shawls are just waiting to be shared. If you know of
anyone who could use a comforting hug please contact one of the pastors, Gabe or
myself. We continue to accept donations and look forward to sharing more love
and hope.

For additional information please reach out to:
Mary Ellen Peterson at (801) 598-7733 or marymelon50@hotmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

GRIEFSHARE AT HOPE
Are you interested in helping walk with people through their grief? Do you have a heart of
care for people experiencing loss? If so, would you consider leading a GriefShare group?

GriefShare is a program for people experiencing grief of any kind led by people who have
also experienced grief themselves. All materials will be provided, you just need to bring a
willing heart. 

Please contact Deacon John (johnb@hopepd.org) if you are interested.

mailto:candrfikes@gmail.com
mailto:johnb@hopepg.org
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Mark your calendar for the final event this season!



Hope’s Stephen Ministry team serves the community with:

*One on One confidential relationships for people who need someone to “come
along side” during a personal or family crisis 

*Prayer – offered after Hope’s services

*Communion for those who are home-bound. Stephen Ministers are trained to
offer communion in your home if you cannot make it to church. 
Your team continues to learn and grow in their faith with the study/discussion of
the book, Do Your Best and Trust God with the Rest. 

If you or someone you know might benefit by having a care giver, please contact
Pastor Gerald, Deacon John, or Laurie Cribari. 
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STEPHEN  MINISTRY
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Celebrate Recovery meets every Thursday night from 7:00pm – 9:00pm in the Hope
Center. If you have any questions, would like more information, or just talk or email
with someone, contact Gesa Sharon at gesa@hopepd.org or (949)689-9681.

If you’ve been wondering what Celebrate
Recovery is all about, just show up one
Thursday night and see what God might do in
your heart. Our slogan is “You’re worth it!”
because you are! 

Celebrate Recovery at Hope had an amazing time at our annual Cornhole Tournament! 

It was a great fellowship event filled with laughter, friendly competition, and
meaningful connections for our leaders, volunteers, and their families. Moments like
these remind us how important community is on the journey of recovery.
Thank you to everyone who came out and made it such a fun and memorable day! 
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“I AM: God’s holy name and promise,” a three-part Bible study
by the Rev. Hannah Hawkinson

Monday Night Study meets April 20th, May 25th from 6:30pm to 8:00pm in Room
6 in the Hope Center.

Esther Circle meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 9:30am to 11:00am
in Room 4 in the Hope Center.
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Contact Gesa Sharon at gesa@hopepd.org 949-689-9681

Follow us on Instagram at “womenofhopepalmdesert” & 
on Facebook at “Women Of Hope at Hope Palm Desert”

(April) Session two—Gate and shepherd: Guiding and protecting us (John 10)
Session two builds on the theme of God’s abiding love as we explore another dimension of I
AM, God’s holy name and promise: God’s guidance and protection. Guidance and protection
are the major themes of the famous “Good Shepherd” discourse in John 10, in which Jesus
declares that he is both the good shepherd and the gate for the sheep. Our God who abides
with us is also a God who moves with us—who knows us, protects us and leads us through the
ups and downs of life.

(May) Session three: Resurrection and life: Leading us into abundant life (John 11 and 14)
This final session revolves around the third dimension of I AM: God’s promise to lead God’s
people into abundant life. From before creation to the time of Moses to today, this is God’s
enduring promise to God’s people. In declaring that he is “the resurrection and the life,” and
“the way, the truth, and the life,” Jesus is stepping into this grand tradition, reminding God’s
people to cling to God’s promise, God’s very holy name: I AM. God has promised to be with
God’s people—to abide with us, to guide us, to protect us, and to lead us into abundant life,
now and forever.
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS &
ANNIVERSARIES



APRIL 2026
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Altar Flowers Given By Needy Persons Fund Given By

Given by:
Barbara Spencer

In Memory of
Stu Spencer

APRIL 5
Given by:

Jan & Brian Harnik
To the Glory of God

Given by:
Eddy, Kurt, & Ethan McLachlan

In Celebration of
Elizabeth McLachlan’s Birthday

APRIL 12
Given by:

Reynold Worch
To the Glory of God

Given by:
Reynold Worch

To the Glory of God
&

Nick Clark
Honoring his Parents 

 John & Lucille Clark’s Birthdays

APRIL 19
Given by:

Janice Barnes
To the Glory of God

Joe & Aubrey Pradetto
In Memory of

Rev. Kevin Butler
&

The McLachlan Family
In Celebration of 

Kurt & Eddy’s Wedding Anniversary

APRIL 26
Given by:

Lisa Rehburg
To the Glory of God

"Sharing the Gifts of God" January 2026

Average Weekly Attendance (including online) 1,048

Offering $271,130

Miscellaneous Income $50

Total $271,180

Average Weekly Income $67,795

Mortgage Balance $358,000

Monthly Mortgage Payment $3,147

 Building Mortgage(funds received for mortgage) $0

Sign-up sheets available at the Information Center or call the office at 760.346.1273.
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ALTAR FLOWERS/NEEDY PERSONS FUND ($60 DONATION)



WHAT WHEN WHERE

Traditional Services Sundays 8:00am & 9:30am On Campus

Modern Services Sundays 10:30am On Campus

Online Service Available Saturday evenings hopepd.org

Hope Kids Sundays 9:30am & 10:30am On Campus

Women’s Gather Study Monday, April 20, 6:30pm On Campus

Men's Bible Study 3  Tuesday, 7:30amrd Conference Room

Stand Firm Wednesdays, 6:00pm - 8:00pm On Campus

Hope Book Club Tuesday, April 28 at 6pm Conference Room

Esther Circle Wednesday, April 8, 9:30am On Campus

Quilters of Hope 1  and 3  Wednesdays, 9:30amst rd Hope Center

Hope Choir Thursdays 6:30pm Choir Room

Celebrate Recovery Thursdays 7:00pm Hope Center

CR - Men's Open Share Thursdays 8:00pm On Campus

CR - Women's Open Share Thursdays 8:00pm On Campus

ONLINE AND ONCAMPUS WEEKLY
OPPORTUNITIES 
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Gabe Den Hartog 
Office Manager
gabe@hopepd.org

Angel Mendez
Janitorial
angel@hopepd.org

Heather Stanley
Modern Service Director
heather@hopepd.org

Douglas C. Wilson
Director of Music
doug@hopepd.org

Nick Orth
Intern Pastor & Student Minister
nick@hopepd.org

Manny Marinez
Facilities Manager
manny@hopepd.org

Christina Jutovsky
Marketing & Social
Media Director
christina@hopepd.org

Barbara Oeding
Bookkeeper
barb@hopepd.org

Council (Leadership Team)
Mary Fay Pinnow

President
Toni Hafey

Vice President/HR Secretary
Marge Guentzler

Treasurer

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
760.346.1273 | HOPE PALM DESERT 45900 PORTOLA AVENUE PALM DESERT,  CA 92260

OFFICE HOURS:  
9:00AM -  5 :00PM MONDAY -THURSDAY

FRIDAYS 9AM -  2PM

STAFF

Virginia Plavec
Director Hope Children Center
virginia@hopepd.org

Gesa Sharon
Ministry Pastor
gesa@hopepd.org

Kim Buchanan
Stewardship

John Stevko
Youth Ministry

 John Donnelly
Human Resources
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Michael Cundari 
Choir Director 
michael@hopepd.org

Carlos Vega
Children's Ministry Director
carlos@hopepd.org
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David Shelep
Property Management

John Baynton
Care Ministry
johnb@hopepd.org

John Wilson
Multimedia Producer
john@hopepd.org

Gerald Sharon 
Bridge Pastor 
gerald@hopepd.org

https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranChurch/
https://www.instagram.com/hopepalmdesert/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqJRu0R86THzLwKFgoff6nA
https://www.tiktok.com/@hopepalmdesert?lang=en
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